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In the middle of Meiji period, in the e-shi who agreed with the movement by Okakura

Tenshin and supported the era, there were e-shi who were out-of-power but related to

Kikuchi Yésai or ukiyo-e and established positions by playing active roles in the early Meiji

era.

In the 5th chapter, we mainly introduce bijin-ga (print/drawing of beautiful women) by the e-shi who related to ukiyo-e.
In the later Meiji era, traditional woodblock print culture had developed by an amazing synchro with e-shi who refined its
style of art that was different from the one before as one part of modern Japanese artistic circle, and Japanese traditional
woodblock print techniques whose delicacy had developed by the tough waves of Meiji. Please enjoy one part of the

brilliant cultures.

V “Ima-sugata Yoikeshiki"
¥ 3 Yamamoto Shéun
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Meiji 150th Year Memorial Spring Exhibition

“Let’s Think about Japan Again! ~ By Yoshitoshi / Kokka / Bijin-ga ~”

= Date : April 21,2018 - June 17,2018

* Hours : 10:00 ~ 17:00

= Close : Every Monday, Tuesday (Open in Holiday)

= Admission : Adults 500yen (400 for more than 10 persons)
Others Free : TS
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The Edo ukzyo-e represented by Hiroshige or Hokusai affected the western art and artists such as Vincent van Gogh or Claude
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Monet and Japonism raised. The Meiji government reviewed its cultures and at the same time, sold its art crafts that were very
sophisticated and unique to Japan, to western countries in Expo or so on. And the new Meiji culture of woodblock prints
corresponded to the picture of Japan that Japan wanted to appeal and the picture of Japan that western countries wanted to.

In the autumn exhibition, we introduce a French magazine “LE JAPON ARTISTIQUE” that gave a large effect on Japonism,
kaché-ga (print/drawing of flowers, birds or living things except human being) by Ohara Koson who is popular in Europe or USA
even now, kimono design books, figure materials by woodblock prints that show old art works, published from Shinbi Sho-in or on “Kéhon Nikon Té
koku Bijutu Ryaku-shi” , woodblock print art works by Kobayashi Kiyochika, Ogata Gekko, Watanabe Seitei, et al.
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In the Meiji period, to build equal relationships with western countries, Japan had re-thought about every system,
culture and history of the country under modern values. As “Art is a quintessence of a country” is in the top of No.1
“Kokka" that is a global art research magazine, published from Meiji 22nd, art was reviewed and Japanese art history
had been built. Meanwhile, the ukiyo-e symbolizing the Edo culture had declined due to the introduction of western
new printing techniques. However, the advanced woodblock techniques unrivaled in the world had developed
continuously, gained momentum on the new stage of the reconsideration and beautifully colored the Meiji era in that
the orient, west, tradition and modernity were mixed. We hope this exhibition with over 100 works. WI" help you
reconsider the image of Meiji that connect to our present day in the 150th anniversary of Meiji period.

;,;et The Last Ukiyo-e-shi (ukiyo-e paint artist)

chapter ) 1sukioka Yoshitoshi

Tsukioka Yoshitoshi who was a pupil of Utagawa Kuniyoshi loved by many

intellectual persons such as Akutagawa Ryunosuke, Mishima Yukio, Yokoo Tadanoﬁ’or 50
on. The advancement of human body modeling and the peculiarities of the composition or
subject that were different from the ones in Edo period are still popular among many
exhibitions and books. Let’s start with the “Cool” Meiji ukiyo-¢ of Yoshitoshi who handled
the trends in the beginning of Meiji and leaded the world of u4iyo-¢ with his many pupils!

4 “Shirazu no Yabu Yawata no Jikkai"
Tsukioka Yoshitoshi
Meiji 14th (1881)

A “Kintaré Horigyo"
Tsukioka Yoshitoshi
Meiji 18th (1885)

“Azuma Mésho Sumidagawa Umewaka no Koji" P
Tsukioka Yoshitoshi
Meiji 16th (1883)




While a modern national view that was
unique to Japan and put its Emperor on the
center had been formed, “Rekishi-ga” in that

sublime ancient myths or historical figures who were regarded as
moral norm had been drawn symbolically and had become
popular from Meiji 10s. In the 2nd chapter, we introduce not
only rekishi-ga by Yoshitoshi or his pupils who lead it but also
“Zenken Kojitu” that was a bible of rekishi-ga artists, written by
Kikuchi Yosai, or woodblock prints by the pupils of Yosai.

A “Hizoku Sanji-ni Sé Aitasé”
Tsukioka Yoshitoshi
Meiji 215t (1888)

A “Yoshitoshi Musha Murui
Hatakeyama Shaji Shigetada"
Tsukioka Yoshitoshi
Meiji 16th (1883)

In the early Meiji era, “Kaika-¢” that symbolize civilization and include peoples
who dressed in western style, rail loads or western style buildings had become
popular. But, since around the latter half of the Meiji 10s, against the trend of
society that changed drastically, the nostalgia for the old Edo spirit was
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increased among the ordinary people. In the 4th chapter, we introduce wkiyo-e
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magazine in Japan and so on.

“Kokka No.200 Kujaku Myd-6 Ga-zo"
W Meiji 40th (1907)

Amazing Woodblock Print “Kokka” !

As “Art is a quintessence of a country” is in the top of No.1 “Kokka”, building
an art history of a country meant to form its national and history view. In Meiji
22nd, a world-class Japan and Asian art research magazine “Kokka” was
launched mainly by Okakura Tenshin before Japan compiled its art history as
books. In the era that color photographs were not exist, illustrative

materials made by woodblock print were in Kokka. They were created by
Japanese advanced techniques required 50 ~ 60 times of suri (printing) whereas
Edo wukiyo-e created by about 20 times of suri ! In spite of illustrative materials,

“Wakan Meiga-sen Shiya Kangen Zu Miyagawa Chashun Hitu" A
Meiji 41th (1908)

“Kokka No.169 Yizi Nenbutu Engi Emaki Hujiwarano Yukihide Hitu"”
o Meiji 37th
they are treated as art works! In the 3rd chapter, we exhibit a lot of woodblock . il ,_

prints in Kokka.

“Kokka No.160 Shaki Shinan-zan Shunji Zu A
4 “Kokka No.2g Tekkai Sen-nin Zu Ganki Hitu" Tani Bunché Hitu"

"Wakan Meiga-sen Baika-zu Ogata Korin Hitu"
Meiji 25th (2892) Meiji 36th (1903)

Meiji 41th (1908) p
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